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Mary, Mother of God 

 
Today we honor Mary, Mother of Jesus, Mother of our Lord, and as declared at the Council of 
Ephesus [ef-uh-suhs] in the year 431, Mother of God.  We honor Mary for many reasons, not the 
least of which is that she said “Yes” to God -- launching mankind in a new direction – toward our 
heavenly home. 
 
The classic Christian writer C.S. Lewis put it this way:  “The Christian story is not one of mankind 
seeking God; rather, it is a story of God seeking mankind.  From eternity, this story becomes the 
story of a single nation, the Israelites, whom God picked out of the whole earth.  They become a 
people purged, tested, and proved, again and again.  Some are lost in the desert before they 
reach Palestine – some are taken to Babylon – some become indifferent.  After centuries of 
God's courtship of this nation, the whole thing – all of history – all time – narrows and narrows, 
until at last it comes to a little point, like the point of a spear – like a cosmic camera zooming in to 
view a single place, and finding there a single person – a young Jewish girl at her prayers.”  This 
young Jewish girl, who was Mary, then uttered the most important “Yes” in salvation history. 
 
Mary's “Yes” inaugurated a relationship with God that no one else ever had.  Vatican II declared 
Mary to be the first Christian – the first and best follower of Christ.  Mary, full of grace, is our 
model – she is the image of all the People of God in the world to come.  Today, as the most loving of 
mothers, she intercedes for us, and calls us to follow her Son. For all ages, her loving advice to all 
mankind can be found in the Gospel of John, Chapter 2, Verse 5, when she tells those at the 
wedding in Cana: “Do whatever [Jesus] tells you.” 
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